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THE
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

On Easter Sunday we
joyfully welcomed into
God’s family two new
children of God. As we
did so, we gave them this
charge: Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his
eternal priesthood.

The faith they are to confess is that summarized
in the ancient baptismal sign, the Apostles’ Creed.
The resurrection they are to proclaim is that of
Christ crucified who, on the third day, was raised
from death. It is this historical event which is at the
center of the faith confessed; it is an event which
Pope Benedict describes as that event which “bursts
open the dimensions of history and transcends it.”
Jesus, the Word made flesh, “complete with his
body, now belongs totally to the sphere of the
divine and eternal.” And through their baptism into
Christ on Easter, Gavin and Graham have entered
that sphere with him.

The third part of the charge in the welcome,
however, is different in its wording. “Share with us”
we say. We now are brought into the charge, for we,
too confess the faith, we too proclaim Christ’s
resurrection, and so we too are children of God,
sharing in Christ’s eternal priesthood through the
covenant God has made with us through him and by
the baptismal grace of his indwelling Empowering
Presence, the Holy Spirit.

This is what the Reformers referred to as “the
priesthood of all believers.” This is the understand-

ing that in the New Covenant God has made with
his people through Christ, each person is equally
privileged by virtue of their baptism to stand before
God in personal communion through Christ. No
other human intermediary is required. Each comes
before the Father through the Son in the power of
the Holy Spirit to offer praise and thanksgiving, to
receive forgiveness of sins, and to minister to the
needs of others.

The book of Hebrews teaches us that Christ is
our “great high priest” who has entered into the
presence of God, into heaven (which was
symbolized in the Old Covenant temple worship by
the Holy of Holies into which the high priest
entered once a year on the Day of Atonement)
where he intercedes for us as our the one mediator
with God. The word applied to Jesus as priest is
hiereus, the same word used elsewhere in the New
Testament to refer to the priests of the Old
Covenant. This word is never used of any individual
other than Christ with regard to the New Covenant
people of God; Christ our Great High Priest is the
only hiereus (priest) of the New Covenant people of
God.
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(The Pastor’s Perspective continued)

In his first epistle, Peter applies Old Covenant terminology to the people of the New Covenant: “you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9; cf. Exodus 19:5-6). And in the Apocalypse we find
that it is the glorified Christ, our Great High Priest, who has made us “a kingdom of priests to serve our God” (Revelation
5:10). This he does through baptism when we die and rise with him, receiving from him our share in “his eternal
priesthood.”

As we enter into our new work to reach northwest Tallahassee for Christ, we will each need to discover our own share
in Christ’s priesthood in regard to this mission of his. To that end, may | encourage you to prayerfully consider attending
the A1K South Conference to be held in Jacksonville May 6™ and 7. This will be a regional conference hosted by our
diocese as an extension of the annual Anglican 1000 Conference, held in Texas each January, focusing on strategies for
reaching Archbishop Duncan’s goal of planting 1000 Anglican churches in North America in the five years from the
constitution of the Anglican Church in North America in 2009 to the next Provincial Assembly of the Church in 2014.
There is further information about this conference elsewhere in this issue of Saints Alive.

“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5). Come, let us share with Gavin and Graham “in his eternal priesthood.”

Your Brother in Christ,

Gil+

GROWING THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA -- A1K SOUTH

A1K South is the regional version of the highly successful Anglican 1,000 Conference held each January in Dallas.
The Rev. William Beasley, the Rev. Tom Herrick, and the Rev. Daniel Adkinson will each lead plenary sessions and
workshops focused on Archbishop Duncan’s goal of planting 1,000 churches by 2014. The meeting is open to all clergy
and laity. Bishop Neil wants especially to encourage as many Vestry Members and Synod Delegates from all our churches
to attend. Even if you have no specific plans to plant a church from your congregation at this time, there are many ways
that even a very small church can participate in the planting process.

According to our Vision Survey of the Diocese completed last fall, church planting is our overwhelming priority and
we all need to work together to accomplish it. Please plan to attend and also encourage your Vestry Members, Synod
Delegates, and all laity to register for this meeting.

The ALK South meeting registration is $25 per person including continental breakfast, lunch on Saturday and
proportional cost of the speakers travel expenses. The meeting will be held at the Church of the Redeemer (Anglican) in
Jacksonville. Registration information and housing information for the May 6-7 conference are available from
Harris Willman by e-mail (hwillman@gulfatlanticdiocese.org) or by phone (904/854-6200).

A4D<<May 13 Ultreya: Christ Church Anglican, Wakulla County, 6:30 p.m. For more info, call 556-9824>>A4D

Two Prayers for Our New Work (Evangelism and Discerning a New Rector)

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him

in Tallahassee, that all our neighbors may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; for we
ask this in His Name. Amen.

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church at All Saints, and so guide the minds of our
Bishop and our Vestry, who shall choose a missionary for our new work and who will be our future Rector, that they
may discern the person you are calling to this work, and we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your
people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE LAITY’S SHARE IN THE ONE
PRIESTHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST

Scott Hahn, professor of theology and Scripture at
Franciscan University in Steubenville, Pennsylvania, is a
prolific writer and popular lecturer. He recently
published a book on the ministerial priesthood entitled
Many Are Called: Rediscovering the Glory of the
Priesthood. The following excerpt addresses the topic
approached in Fr. Gil’s “Pastor’s Perspective” column
this month.

“All of us have been called, in Christ, to do the
work that Adam was made to do, but failed to do. Each
of us is called to work as a priest who sanctifies the
temporal order. Our altar is our desktop, our kitchen
countertop, our place in the assembly line, our diaper-
changing table, our operating table. Our altar is the row
we hoe.”

A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM CHERYL
JACKSON FOR HER DAUGHTER LORI

Lori will be making a short term mission trip to
India. She will be leaving May 5 and returning May 17.
Please keep her and the mission team she will be
serving with in your prayers for safety and for God to
pour his blessings on those being served.

- Thanks from Lori's mommy!!
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ABOUT MOTHER’S DAY

Mother's Day, May 8, is intended to be a day to celebrate motherhood. Many churches and
families in the United States recognize the second Sunday in May to honor mothers. Many years ago,
England observed a day to honor mothers in mid-Lent that was called Mothering Sunday. In the
United Kingdom, Mothers' Day is celebrated in March.

The first known suggestion of Mother's Day in the United States was in 1872
by Julia Ward Howe. She suggested that people observe the day on June 2 as a
day dedicated to peace. Others around the country campaigned for a Mother's Day including Mary
Towles Sasseen, Frank E. Hering, and Anna Jarvis.

In 1908, Anna Jarvis of West Virginia began a campaign for a nationwide observance of Mother's
Day. She chose the second Sunday in May and started the custom of wearing a carnation. If a person
wears a colored carnation, their mother is living. A white carnation signifies that their mother has

Julia Ward Howe

NATIONAL
DAY OF 3;
PRAYER o GERWEA )\ py 57H

You are invited to be part of this annual prayer
gathering in the State Capitol Courtyard. Community
members along with our state leaders, pastors and
community leaders gather to ask God to move in our
state and nation and bring an awakening. Worship starts
at 11:30 AM. Children's Prayer Walk starts at 10 -11
AM in the Courtyard. Come pray at the heart of our state
government! For more information, see flyer in our
reception area; contact: Pam Olsen -- 850-339-6190
or visit http://iwww.floridaprayer.org

SIGN UP FOR THE BIBLE READING
MARATHON

As part of the National
Day of Prayer events taking
place at the Florida Capitol,
there is a Bible Reading
Marathon beginning Sunday,
May 1 at 8 PM thru
Thursday May 5th at 11 AM
at Waller Park (The Front of
the Capitol, by the dolphins,
facing the FL Supreme Court). A Bible Reading
Marathon is when we publicly read the scriptures, all the
way through from Genesis to Revelation in 15-minute
segments, day and night, until we are done. You may
sign up at www.floridaprayer.org/biblereadingmarathon.

passed away. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a joint resolution of Congress recommending that Congress and
the executive branch of government recognize the observance of Mother's Day.


http://ihoptallahassee.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=bd8a1d7f971e407a6d0cdb5a4&id=da2e6cf66f&e=1f4e7ce1a6

MEMORIAL DAY: PAUSE TO REMEMBER AND SHOW RESPECT

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died

in our nation's service. Over two dozen cities and towns claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day. It

f V. * s likely that it had many separate beginnings since many towns honored the war dead in the 1860's.
© »17 Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan, national commander

of the Grand Army of the Republic, and was first observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers were placed

@/@ on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in
1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. . The South
refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War |
(when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to
honoring Americans who died fighting in any war).Since 1971, Memorial Day is celebrated in

almost every State on the last Monday in May.

Since Memorial Day has become part of a 3-day holiday weekend, many have focused more
on vacations than on the traditional observance of the day. So, on this Memorial Day (May 30),
even if you are having fun at a picnic or on vacation, pause in a time of remembrance to pay
respect to those who died protecting and preserving the freedoms we enjoy.

General John Logan

NEWS FROM THE WORLDWIDE
ANGLICAN COMMUNION

Bishop Nazir-Ali: “Britain Is No Longer a Free
Society

[Source: Karen Peake,
http://www.christiantoday.com/ March 25, 2011

Speaking at the Christian Broadcasting Council's

annual conference,
the Anglican
Bishop Michael
Nazir-Ali  warned
that  "encroaching
totalitarianism™ was
threatening respect
for conscience.
"What we are facing
is not a free society,
but an ideology that
is seeking to impose
its views on us,"” he said. "We are making the
assumption that conscience will be respected because we
are living in a free society.”But we are not in that society
anymore."
The bishop said that the secular worldview was
undermining absolute respect for human life and
amounted to an attack on the unborn child, the ill, the
disabled, the elderly and the family.

He said that respect for the unborn child had been
eroded by the "demands of science"” and "huge
commercial interests”, as well as a ‘"relativistic"
worldview that cannot explain the dignity of the human
person. "If you can dispense with a person at the earliest
stage of life why not do it at the later stages. Or in
between? What will we do when a person does not
respond to our signals? Will we turn off the machine?"
he said.

"The great tragedy is, in the very age that pain can
be managed, when we can be sure people who are
terminally ill can be cared for, people are arguing that
those who are terminally ill should have their lives
ended.”We have also abandoned the public doctrine of
marriage and will go further and further away from any
normative position on marriage." He further warned that
without the recovery of a Judaeo-Christian discourse and
the value of the Bible, the Big Society would not work.
"There will be no Big Society unless there is a big story
that unifies people and gives them a sense of the past
and of destiny," he said.

Bishop Nazir-Ali said it would be "tragic"” if Britain
were to abandon the Judeao-Christian story of the Bible
and become prey to a moral and spiritual vacuum, or an
Islamic political and religious system. "We must recover
the Judaeo-Christian story as a way of recovering the
nation's past and story but also as a way of making
legislative decisions," he said. "There is hardly any piece
of legislation that comes to parliament which does not
have a moral or spiritual aspect.”


http://www.christiantoday.com/

All Saints Anglican Church Service Schedule May 2011

1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th

Chalice J. Croshy D. Rauh J. Williams M. Stephens V. Aderhold
Substitute(s) Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates
XL%T)‘/TG” F. Allen B.A. Watkins V. Pozniak C. Rauh M. Stephens
Substitutes M. Thursby M. Thursby M. Thursby M. Thursby M. Thursby
Greeter B. A. Watkins D. Hartsfield S. Cope L. Berry S. Wainwright
Substitutes B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill
Usher H. Thursby L. Harrison M. McCarthy E. Stephens A. Watkins
Substitutes B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill
Audio D. Rauh V. Aderhold M. Thursby R. Rauh M. McCarthy
Substitutes Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates
1st Reading J. Calhoun A. McNeece V. Aderhold JoAnne Arnett J. Glenn
Substitutes B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill B. Hill
2nd Reading J. Harrison S. Cope J. Williams J. Croshy H. Thursby
Substitutes F. Allen F. Allen F. Allen F. Allen F. Allen
First Lesson Acts 2:14a,22-32 | Acts 2:14a,36-41 Acts 2:42-47 Acts 7:55-60 Acts 17:22-
Epistle 1 Peter 1:3-9 1 Peter 1:17-23 1 Peter 2:19-25 1 Peter 2:2-10 1 Peter 3:13-22
Psalm Psalm 16 Psalm 1:;3:1-3, 10- Psalm 23 Psalm ?,11‘;1-5, 15- Psalm 66:7-18
Gospel John 20:19-31 Luke 24:13-35 John 10:1-10 John 14:1-14 John 14:15-21
Counters S. Cope S. Cope S. Cope R. Allen R. Allen
Intercessors J. Cro§by J. Cro:sby J. Cro:sby J. Cro§by J. Cro§by

J. Harrison J. Harrison J. Harrison J. Harrison J. Harrison
Refreshments Thursby Crosby Berry Arnett Cope
Substitutes Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates

MARK THE DATE

Center for Biblical Studies
Fish Fry and Silent Auction

Music

May 14, 2011
11am.o3p.m.
TICKETS. $10 Call 514-3777




