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THE
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Your word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my
path. --- Psalm 119:105,
ESV

There once was a man
who decided that each morning he would take a
verse from Scripture and receive it as the Lord’s
direction for his day. One morning he opened his
Bible randomly and pointed to Matthew 27:5 where
he read, “he went and hanged himself.”

“Well,” thought the man, “surely this is not the
Lord’s word to me today.” So he closed his Bible,
opened it again, and pointed; this time to Luke
10:37 which read, “You go and do likewise.”

Shaken, the man decided he would try once
more to hear from the Lord the direction his day
was to take. He closed the Bible, opened it again,
and pointed at John 13:27 where “Jesus said to him,
‘What you are going to do, do quickly.””

Such is the danger of playing “Bible roulette” in
order to let God’s Word be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path.

Did you notice in the story that all the passages
were from the New Testament? Yet the Old
Testament makes up over three quarters of the
Bible! And it was the Old Testament to which Paul
was referring when he wrote, “All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work™ (2 Tim.
3:16-17, ESV).

Furthermore, in the story the man pulled parts of
verses out of context, and so misunderstood them.
As Terry Fullam was fond of saying, “A text out of
context is a pretext.”

No, if the Word of God is to be the source of
our understanding of life, of the values by which we
seek to live, and thus provide direction and meaning
for our life, then we must seek to understand the
whole of God’s revelation in Sacred Scripture. This
means we must seek to understand the Story of the
Bible into which the stories of the Bible fit, and into
which our own story is, by God’s grace, drawn
through faith in Christ.

Far too often we look at the sixty-six books that
make up the Bible and see them as separate entities,
as unconnected with one another and, if truth be
told, often unconnected with our lives in the twenty-
first century. But the Bible is “one continuing story
of God and his people,” and we should learn to read
it in that way. But how can we do that? How can we
see that the Story which begins in the Garden
continues through the call of Abram, the Exodus,
the history of Israel from Sinai tothe Exile and
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(Pastor’s Perspective continued)
restoration, right through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the formation and life of the Church, and, finally, to the
New Garden at the close of the Revelation?

Well, that has been made easier by Max Lucado and Randy Frazee. In The Story they present the Story of the Bible in
thirty-one chapters. Each chapter is made up largely of biblical texts from the New International Version selected to present
the overall storyline of the Bible. Between these selected texts are transitions connecting them and summarizing the omitted
portions of Scripture so the storyline is read smoothly. There is a timeline of the Story, helpful footnotes explaining
important concepts such as “covenant”, and a cast of characters arranged in order of appearance.

I have begun reading a chapter of The Story each day in preparation for offering you the opportunity to read it through
at the rate of a chapter a week beginning in the fall. Full information and sign-up opportunities will be available in August,
S0 stay tuned.

Also, begin praying about someone you know who might find their way to Christ if only they really knew the Story of
“the God of grace --- the God who speaks; the God who acts; the God who listens; the God whose love for his people
culminated in his sacrifice of Jesus, his only Son, to atone for the sins of humanity” (The Story, p. vii). Then invite them,
encourage them, bring them with you to participate as we read and reflect together on the greatest story ever told: The Story:
The Bible as One Continuing Story of God and His People.

Your Brother in Christ,

Gil+

WE ARE EXPECTING GUESTS ON JULY 3™

(View him at http://vimeo.com/13650676)

We have been in conversation with the Rev. Bo Ubbens concerning our opening for a
Director of Evangelism and Outreach to lead our new work in northwest
Tallahassee. As a teenager, Bo was active in Happening in the Diocese of
Florida and served as a counselor at Camp Weed for three summers. While an
undergraduate at the University of North Florida, he served as the Youth Pastor
as St. Barnabas Anglican Church, Jacksonville, and was sponsored in the
. ordination process by that congregation.

. Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge, PA, receiving his Master of Divinity
degree in May . of this year. While at Trinity he married Lilly, who was also a student at Trinity
(in the Master & of Arts in Religion program from which she, too, graduated in May). During the
summer of 2010, both Bo and L111y were participants in the internship program at St. Peter’s, Tallahassee. On June 18,
Bo was ordained deacon at St. Barnabas by Bishop Neil Lehbar.

As part of their seeking discernment of a possible call to All Saints, Bo and Lilly will visit us on Sunday, July
3. Please note this and make every effort to join our worship that morning and meet this wonderful young couple

Bo attended

Two Prayers for Our New Work (Evangelism and Discerning a New Rector)

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness to him
in Tallahassee, that all our neighbors may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; for we
ask this in His Name. Amen.

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church at All Saints, and so guide the minds of our
Bishop and our Vestry, who shall choose a missionary for our new work and who will be our future Rector, that they
may discern the person you are calling to this work, and we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your
people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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16- Joe Gerber 31- Judy Harrison

DALEEN ORDAINED AT ST. PETERS

Several members of All
Saints attended the ordination of
Irma Daleen at St. Peters on
Saturday, June 4. Irma sent the
following “thank you” to her
All Saints friends.

Thank you, all of you at All
Saints, who made my
ordination so wonderful--- with
your presence, your prayers,
cards and, some of you, with
wonderful gifts. Words are
inadequate to describe the
gratitude we feel for you, our
family-in Christ at All Saints.

Irma (and Paul too) -

GLORIOUS ULTREYA AT ALL SAINTS

The Anglican Fourth Day Area Ultreya was held at
All Saints on June 10. It was a glorious celebration with
; e | Frankie  Allen

5 sharing her
‘ Christian  walk
‘ : and uplifting
e musing from our
i Communion
Band. of

course, the food
was scrumptious
too.

The next
Ultreya will be
August 13" at
St. Luke’s, Tallahassee. Mark your calendars to attend.

DHC PRESENCE AT FORWARD IN FAITH

The Order of The Daughters of the Holy Cross was
blessed to be invited to the 23" Annual Forward in Faith
Assembly in Belleville, Ill. Jacque Crosby and Jean
Williams represented DHC. The conference was chaired
by Bishop Keith Ackerman, who is also the Provincial
Chaplain for DHC. The services were ethereal and all of
the attending bishops dressed in their finery added to the
pageantry. We were inspired by the sermons, the
assembly talks and the witness of others who were there
representing their ministries.

The location, Our Lady of the Snows Shrine, is the
largest outdoor shrine in North America. It is a
gorgeous and very holy place. Jacque and Jean were
able to take a short driving tour of the premises
including its grottoes, gardens and large amphitheatre.
Following are a few glimpses from the trip.




NEWS FROM THE
ANGLICAN COMMUNION
[This tragic, urgent message comes from the
website of the Anglican Church in North America,
June 17, 2011]

WORLDWIDE

South Sudan Under Siege
Days Before Gaining Independence

Urgent Call to Prayer for Diocese of Awelil in
Abyei, Sudan

Northern Sudanese attacks on the southern region of
Sudan have erupted as the South prepares to secede from
Africa's largest country in July. The town of Abyei and
the neighboring region of South Kordofan in Southern
Sudan have been devastated with violence and human
rights violations. News reports state that some 140,000
people have fled due to recent clashes.

Nearly 99% of Southern Sudanese voters opted for
independence in hopes of ending two decades of north-
south conflict that has left some 1.5 million people dead,
but the transition has come with much turmoil. Amid the
looting, destruction, bombings and shootings, there are
now reports of ethnic cleansing to deter pro-southern
groups.

Bishop Abraham Nhial leads the Anglican Diocese
of Aweil in Abyei, Sudan. He sends the following
message to the Anglican Church in North America
family: "I ask you all to remember in your prayers and
advocacy for our brothers and sisters of Abyei who are
still missing, those in the bush, and those on the streets
in Southern Sudan towns. As always, your prayers are
needed to people of Abyei and the world."

The Rev. Stephen Muo, Secretary of the Diocese of
Aweil, offered the following recount of what has
happened in the town of Abyei: "The whole town was
completely set on fire [by Sudanese forces]. All the
civilians are now down on streets and in bushes, with

no food, no shelters, no water and no medical
assistant. Majority are still under the trees with children,
sick people and elderly people. Aweil Diocese is left
with no choices but raise the voice of voiceless for relief
assistant. Aweil Diocese is calling for urgent support for
the civilians who are now lying on the ground without
medical attention, shelters, food and water. People with
communicable diseases are forced to sleep together with
healthy people and this could spread the effect of disease
[to] all displaced people if no urgent humanitarian relief
intervention reaches them."

The Anglican Relief and Development Fund has a
strategic initiative in Southern Sudan to address the food
shortages resulting from years of conflict and violence.
Currently, they are supporting a farming project training
the local people in new agricultural techniques to help
move them from subsistence to self-sufficient farming.
One participant, Dakaende Samuel, said, "With the result
of what we get we can be able to raise food for our
families, pay school fees for our children and live a
better life in the newly to be republic of South Sudan."
You may mail a check with "Sudan" written in the
memo line to:

ARDF
PO Box 3830
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-3830

A.C.N.A. ANNOUNCES FORMATION OF A
NEW DIOCESE

The Anglican Church in North America
welcomed the news that Anglicans in the Mid-Atlantic
region voted to pursue diocesan status as the Anglican
Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic. The group of
congregations
currently joined
together as the
Anglican
District of
Virginia, also
voted to elect
The Rt Rev.
John Guernsey
as its bishop. If
the petition for
diocesan status
is approved, the
formal transition
to the new structure under the leadership of Bishop
Guernsey will take place this fall.




All Saints Anglican Church Service Schedule July 2011

Please mark your calendars to know your assigned dates. Trade with someone else if you will be absent.

g 10th 17th 24t 31t
Chalice V. Aderhold J. Crosby D. Rauh J. Williams M. Stephens
Substitute(s) Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates
Crucifer/Acolyte C.Rauh M. Stephens M. Thursby F. Allen B.A. Watkins
Substitutes V. Pozniak V. Pozniak V. Pozniak V. Pozniak V. Pozniak
Greeter L. Berry S. Wainwright B. Hill B. A. Watkins D. Hartsfield
Substitutes S. Cope S. Cope S. Cope S. Cope S. Cope
Usher A. Watkins H. Thursby L. Harrison M. McCarthy A. Watkins
Substitutes Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates
Audio M. McCarthy D. Rauh V. Aderhold M. Thursby R. Rauh
Substitutes Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates
1st Reading JoAnne Arnett J. Glenn B. Hill J. Calhoun A. McNeece
Substitutes V. Aderhold V. Aderhold V. Aderhold V. Aderhold V. Aderhold
2nd Reading J. Crosby H. Thursby J. Williams J. Harrison S. Cope
Substitutes J. Williams J. Williams J. Williams J. Williams
Genesis 24:34- Genesis 25:19-34 | Genesis 28:10- Genesis 29:15- | Genesis 32:22-31

First Lesson g?, 42-49, 58-67 or Isaiah 55:10-13 |159aaiaohr44:6_8 §?5?1r21 Kings or Isaiah 55:1-5

Zechariah 9:9-12

Romans 7:15-25a § Romans 8:1-11 Romans 8:12-25 J Romans 8:26- J Romans 9:1-5

Epistle 39
Psalm 45: 1118 | Psalm 119:105- Psalm 139: 1-11, |} Psalm 105:1- Psalm 17: 1-7, 16
or Song of 112 22-23 or Wisdom | 11, 45b or or Psalm 145: 8-9,
Psalm Solomon 2:8-13 | or Psalm 65: (1-8), | of Solomon Psalm 128 or 15-22
or Psalm 145: 8 - | 9-14 12:13,16-19 or Psalm 119:129-
15 Psalm 86:11-17 136
Gospel Matthew 11:16- Matthew 13:1-9, Matthew 13:24- Matthew 13:31- | Matthew 14:13-21
P 19, 25-30 18-23 30, 36-43 33, 44-52
Counters E. Stephens E. Stephens E. Stephens E. Stephens E. Stephens
Buck Buchanan Buck Buchanan Buck Buchanan B. Watkins B. Watkins
Intercessors Joe Arnett Joe Arnett Joe Arnett Joe Arnett Joe Arnett
Jo Anne Arnett Jo Anne Arnett Jo Anne Arnett §| Jo Anne Arnett Jo Anne Arnett
Refreshments McCarthy Hill Crosby Berry Thursbhy
Substitutes Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates Swap dates

A 4th of July Prayer

We lift up our hearts, O God, on this day of celebration in gratitude for the gift of being
Americans. We rejoice with all those who share in the great dream of freedom and dignity for all. We
salute those who have sacrificed that we might have the opportunity to bring to fulfillment our many
God-given gifts. Come, O gracious God, keep us free from all that might hold us in bondage. Bless
our country and join our simple celebration that we may praise you, our Source of freedom, the One
in whom we place our trust.

- excerpted from Ed Hays A Pilgrim’s Almanac
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